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Afraid of potential EU tariffs, exporters and millers buy less rice
Khmer Times : 26 December 2018

Chan Sokheang, chairman and CEO of Signatures of Asia, told Khmer Times that
his company will purchase between 25,000 to 30,000 tonnes of organic and fragrant
paddy rice from Cambodian farmers from now until April, a sharp decrease from
previous years, when it bought between 40,000 to 45,000 over the same months.
He said his firm is not the only one reluctant to buy as per usual, with many exporters and rice
millers fearing the effect on the market of an EU decision to activate the safeguard clause that
would enable bloc members to tax Cambodia’s and Myanmar’s rice. Read more...

Chinese to invest in Kingdom’s rice
Phnom Penh Post : 24 December 2018

Chinas Henan Yuguang International Economic and Technical Cooperation Co

Ltd (HYIETC) has expressed interest in investing in the Kingdom’s rice facilities -

a move welcomed by the government and the rice industry.

During a meeting with Minister of Commerce Pan Sorasak on Friday, HYIETC’s
board director unveiled a plan to build one million tonne rice storage facilities. If realised, the
project will have the capacity to dry 100,000 tonnes of paddy rice per day, boosting Cambodia’s
rice exports to 500,000 tonnes per year. Read more...

India rice rates hit more than three-month high, Chinese rules weigh on Vietnam

VN EXPRESS : 21 December 2018

Top exporter India’s 5 percent broken parboiled variety was quoted at $375-$382

per tonne this week, the highest since Sept. 7. The central state of Chhattisgarh,

a leading rice producer, raised the minimum paddy buying price to 2,500 rupees

per 100 kg, from 1,750 rupees earlier this week. “Importers are not ready to pay
a higher price. Exports are likely to slow down in coming months,” said an exporter based at
Kakinada, in the southern state of Andhra Pradesh. Read more...

Vietnamese rice makes name in world market
Vietnam.net : 07 January 2019

Loc Troi 28 is a short term rice variety and the final product between the hybrid of
Loc Troi 1 and Basmati rice variety of India. High-yielding, fragrant and nutritious
compared to other varieties, Loc Troi 28 was well received at an international rice
convention held in China. Read more...

Cambodia’s rice export slightly drops last year
Xinhuat : 10 January 2019

Cambodia exported 626,225 tons of milled rice in 2018, a decrease of 1.5 percent

over a year earlier, according to an official report released on Thursday.

Roughly 87 firms have brokered the country’s rice for 61 countries and regions

across the world last year, said the report from the Secretariat of One Window
Service for Rice Export. Read more...

Chinese consumers concerned over safety of Japanese rice
ECNS : 11 January 2019

Chinese residents expressed concerns over the safety of Japanese rice produced
nearby the Fukushima disaster area, after the Chinese government lifted an eight-
year ban on the import of the rice. Read more...

Stronger baht ‘will hurt exporters and farmers’
Phnom Penh Post : 07 January 2019

Most Thai exporters are worried about the baht appreciating against the US dollar,

fearing it will hit exports and farm incomes amid the slowing of both local and

global economies.“A stronger baht will hurt our rice price competitiveness amid

weaker currencies in the region, such as India,” Thai Rice Exporters Association
president Charoen Laothammatas told The Nation on Thursday. This will then be passed on to
the price of paddy rice, thus adversely affecting farmers, he warned. Read more...

EU set to impose tariffs on Cambodia, Myanmar rice imports
Reuters : 14 January 2019

The Commission’s proposal is to set a duty of 175 euros ($200.73) per tonne of rice

in the first year, dropping to 150 euros in the second and 125 euros in year three,

according to a Commission source.

It follows a “safeguard” investigation launched in March after a request from the
Italian government. Cambodia and Myanmar benefit from the EU’s “Everything But Arms”
scheme which allows the world’s least developed countries to export most goods to the Europe-

an Union free of duties. Read more...

Farmers urged to get crop insurance
Phnom Penh Post : 16 January 2019

As reported in a previous report by The Post, flooding cost Cambodia some $356
million in 2013.
Say Sopheatra, a former CAMAIS project manager, said the scheme needs more
funding, while farmers’ understanding of crop insurance remains limited and more
time is required to build up awareness.
“We have no more funds to continue. Operation costs are higher and the sector needs at least
five years’ investment.” Read more...
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EU’s imposed tariffs on Cambodian rice too fast: CRF
Khmer Times : 24 January 2019

Cambodia Rice Federation (CRF) said that
the European Commission’s decision to impose
tariffs on Cambodian rice was made too fast
leaving the country’s rice sector ill-prepared to
respond to them.

In its statement issued on Thursday, the CRF
said that the imposition of tariff
will affect the competitiveness and
it will be difficult for Cambodian
rice export to the EU as Cambodia

has not yet been well prepared. Read more...

Philippines set to import 1.2-M tons of rice as caps removed
ABS CBN : 22 January 2018

Rice traders in the Philippines are set to import about 1.2 million tonnes of the
staple food, a state grains agency spokeswoman told Reuters on Tuesday, as the
Southeast Asian country lifts a two-decade-old cap on purchases.

Bigger rice purchases by the Philippines, already one of the world’s top importers and consum-
ers of the grain, could underpin export prices in Vietnam and Thailand, traditionally its key
suppliers. Read more...

VN loses out on global market without rice brand
Vietnam News : 01 February 2019

According to the Ministry of Agricultural and Rural Development (MARD), Viét
Nam exports to 150 markets yet global recognition of Vietnamese rice brands is
still very low. Last December, it unveiled the official Viét Nam rice brand logo
hoping to create a firm foothold in the global market.
Binh said it was an important move because it would help consumers identify Vietnamese rice
since the logo is on the package. Read more...

Vietnam works to boost organic farming
Borneo Bulletin : 27 December 2018

Vietnam has been making efforts to foster organic farming, including a decree

issued last August which should be implemented as soon as possible, experts told a

forum in HCM City on Tuesday.

According to Le Thanh Hung of the Vietnam Standards and Quality Institute, Viet-
nam is relatively unfamiliar with the organic farming standards of the International Federation
of Organic Agriculture Movements and its market for organic agricultural products is underde-
veloped Read more...

Vietnamese scientist finds anti-diabetes compounds in white rice
Nhan Dan : 01 February 2019

This announcement was published by the MDPI International Journal of Molecular

Sciences in Switzerland on January 29.

This is the first study to confirm the presence of momilactones A and B (MA and

MB) in refined rice seeds, and the first to find anti-diabetic compounds in white
rice. Some studies have previously found rice to have compounds that inhibit diabetes, but only
in brown or red rice, which are often of poor quality and difficult to consume. Read more...
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